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ABSTRACT 

Limited-Bnglish-proficient (LBP) students and their 
parents need a network of support to familiarize themselves with 
school routines, so they may understand and comply with school rules 
and regulations, take advantage of many school-related services, and 
successfully follow their course of study. Administrators can help by 
ensuring that information about new LEP students is available to 
school personnel, parents, and students. This includes having names 
of interpreters who can be called on and making available to teachers 
a list of LEP students and their backgroiuids. The most important and 
challenging task for staff is finding ways to integrate LBP sttidents 
into academic activities. This requires time and resources, and could 
include assessing students* level of academic skills in their native 
language, assessing English proficiency, scheduling intensive English 
instruction, and conducting regular discussion sessions with school 
staff and resource people about the students* languages, cultures, 
and school systems. Students can help by participating in a buddy 
system pairing an LBP student with either a native English-speaking 
peer or a student who speaks his own native langtiaga. Administrators 
and teachers should also encourage LEP students and their parents to 
participate in social and academic activities, particularly to teach 
about or celebrate their native cultures. (MSB) 
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At Tht Bt ginning: ihlping Tht 

In ihp i9Wi, iheic it hwdly i icl»eol in iht United 
Sum whici} hfti not enrolled tome nyniber of 
Umtod'EntUiti-pioftckfli (LB]>) fuidemt. AdminiRruon 
and iMctten Uwottihooi th« oouniiy are sbiviftg 19 mw4 ilM 
^li«UQnt« of integnini iheM fMttemi (re^ 
IfNo ihe aociAl and acf 1^ UTo ot ihdr KlwoU^ 

UP nadsntt and ilieir parem nood ■ necwoft of n^ipofi 
10 fiunttiarice d»ia wiOi tcteol rotiUon. lo Mp ibem 
ui*d<nu»d awd comply wJjJ»«ci>ooimJaao^ 
Mp dwm talw advanaco of nany fclwot-nlaicd icry^ 
and, ulUmaiaty, to tvoocmftiUy folk^ Oioir d«ti|nM^ 
courw or study. Tliere are a number of ways in wKkli 
aU.oi^ CIA pro^ neb a netvmk to make the trantitjon 
10 acfcooUni iflihe United StaiM eatier. 

What Adminlttmton Can Do 

Oan or the mon impoitant dUafi admininMon can do 
to to atram that informttion ^xxtt new UiP »i»deoa it 
BvaiUblo 10 all tchool pcfBonnel, putm and tmdcnu. As 
the 'hob' or the inrormatJoa networit, priocipali, 
ooumelon and oOloe peraottoel thookb 

1. Have avaUable naflMi or iniefpretm who can be 
called on to help retincr Aodeott; to work with cottttKlori 
and teKhcn in explainiof achool ralea, fpading tyscmt Md 
rtpoit cards; and to help when ttodeots an caUed in ror My 
UndorprobtomorincaseorancinefietKy. Mwyachool 
iystemi have a Utt or nich ioiefpreten which ii kqM in the 
oentralomoe. A ichool can txtimem this list or start ia 
own with local botiness people, senior citlxens, coUege 
piotescts, students, and paitats who are blUagoal Md who 
an avatlabtd beTore, during or after school hours. 
Rei pon slb le stodeois who are biUnfual can also serve as 
iflicrprcttis when sppropiiais. 

2. Have available for aS teachers a Utt or L£P students 
thtt tactodea inrormaiioo on country of origiiwd nadve 
bnguage, afB. the last rade attended to dtf hone country, 
oirrcai class atsignrocnts and any and all tofonaatioo 
avaUabte about AestudcMir academic badcgroand. Since 



new VSP KiMtenu are ewolted in ichoDl throughout die 
ym, wpdftied Uiti ilwuld be disiemiiMttBd penodteaUy. 
SfhosI staff who MP k^awwc ofihe«n1«l©fn«wllF 
itudents can prepare themitlvei and their ftudenii (o 
welcome chlldi«A from difrerent language and culiural 

H&w Thf School Stoff Can Nilp 

The moii imponant and challM^ talk Iking ichoob 
wlih LEP tiudfws is (Utding eipedieot ways to iautpatfi 
new LEP studemt into the academic acUviOct oT ih« 
Khool. In most cases, it is nearly hnpotsible for schools 
10 imow in advann how many L£P stud»)ts will enroll 
6om year to year or to foi^ what leve! or academic drills 
itud»itswiU bring widi them. Nevenhpim, school staff 
need 10 hsve ft set of weU'^iAoed procedures for pladng 
stutenti to the i^ipR^riaie clatsrooRt, as weU as procedures 
for de^tloping instrntJonal plans, many or wUch mast be 
developed on an Indivldoal student basis. Srhool 
adminiicnuors should provide raft with the time and 
resoormtoaocompUriitfiis. The foSowing activi^ are 
suggested: 

1. Assets sudents'levei or sUUs(ineloding reading and 
mathematics) to their .iMive lai^uage. 

2. Assess stodenut* English languas^ proficiency, 
including listening, tpeaktog, reading and waiting skills. 
n« sheold be noted here that many school systems with 
large numbers cr LEP students oiko have a oeoAer where all 
Initial assenrocM is done and firom where (ho informatk n 
maybe aeot on to the receivtog achooL Schoolsto 
ryttems whidi do not have sudi 'tonake' centers nittu 
comptee audeitt evaluation diemselve«J 

3. When class schedules are devised (panic«larty to 
totennediMB and aeoondary tchod), schedule skHs for 
classes where LEP stodcMs can be groeped for totntive, 
ipedal classes to English as a second langnge and 
m a dwns ti cs . LEP stodeots should not be isolaasd for the 
cotlre school dar« however, at least to the voy begh»ii«. 
the fToupisg or students according to EegUrti Inwugt 
proOdeocyor academic skills *evctsbc»enciaL Thisb 
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PMikttlMly live far fctouli wfOi i^l timbm «f WP 
miem ftmeita thrmtghrM grade Itvdf , flm^ 
for fycli i^iit ptKifMAgt avoidi ditrvpilni iie^e4«Uf 
dtfflAi the ichoel yeir. The pwtki^tioR of iclK>ei 

aliiNM dM mdei 41* iMgtiiiei, oattt^ 
tottevirimMcowHrHtiororiil^ MMy icl»o«>(i icli«d«k 
moMKiy UtiKteM fSH^ »lm mff in 
Om cJiiffOOiin wU)> IJM tMM UIP KtMteMi m«y fwm tn^l 
compM* m»i«f. Sttch ditcttttioni oivMiy focwi on 
{^pr^wlite IflimKiiari^ i^proaetoi m be used tlP 

that are ttflfefflitiar 10 ite icK)*^. mie letiioftf 
toviltiabte tinc« Uiey may cdtmiutte the only urns Utat 
tuff hav« the opportimiiy to cootult om anotbef, in 
iKUUiioo 10 OttUkte towtef, on isiuef that are viuity 
imfonuit 10 clasvooin fuc(e«i. 

What Studtntt Cm Da 

A topport oetwoit for LEP mitteou U con)pl«fe only 
«ihm aU ibidentt art} fockKkd and alloM^ M 
way. One way 10 involve the Mttdsnt body if to lu up a 
"iKiddy lysu&m* whkli pain new <^^»d^ with ttodents 
oottiewiothaij^ttm. Where poMO)e,L^itiiidcMs may 
be paired with rcepOMibte ttydeott wiio gMAk their n»i we 
Iwfttap. Thaniittdeuieamt|0 4teouththeichoolday 
lotether tothaiihenewoDmenmay team tchool rotttjoem 
from experienced peen who have cone thro«|^ the 

New L£P itodeott may alto be paired with native 
Entli^'ipeaiani peert. In this way, LEP ttudeots bcfin 
to team itfTvival Eoflirti at the tame time that they are 
fettini to know other t;i»dctttt in the ichw^ AstMorv. 
nodeM "luddiee^ may hdp oewc«)me» wy» academic w^ 
etpedatly in claatet where extra teacha heJp It not 
co ot iit ewl yavfclri^ 

Tnchert thoold biitially enabtiiii buddy tysiemt in 
their own classrooms, boi ctudcni orfanlmioaf, vxh n 
toe sudem oouodU foitifn iantvace dobs, or imcfTui^ 
ffwtfw frtwfBt fwi hftfp matrrtiin thetynems. 

A Final Nott: Working Togtthtr 

Adminittnuort lAd teachers shoold eooowafe L£P 
stodeota and their parents to participate in social and 
academic acdv^ A food way to fet dtem suited b to 
tttvite tfwm lo taOc aboot the hittoiy. feofrapby, eteraiare 
and ctutoou of telr hoiM oonntries in ciars. Soch 
pr eeco ta ti o ns rtoeld bee planned pin of the cwlCBlam 
throe^hoei ihe year* 



Kdny «chooif a(» piM f^o^ Mfi^bitti (or 
even an cmire day) 10 06i«(^ the cvfcwal divmity of the 
fUid^ body or 10 ff)0(})|tH OMM 
M^Mt, Many od^ aetivlot^ may be inieaied whkh five 
yiP ii»deni« and their Sngliih'ipeikinf pe«r» 
ofponimiy«i to Wieract and Mtfit iop<^ 

Sfheoli which »« tJi» ^odenii and di^ir f»wil*ei n 
rich iowcef of ftm hand ifi/hmmm ikm life in oih» 
£9ttnirfei and e«}io;«i are very often ^ most fiyicc«^ 
heipini iM indents to become pr&Mt«« contnbtMing 
mcmhert of the school commonity. 



The National aeartnghottfe for DiUngtuI Mxmm is a 
fi^rftlly-funded tmm which ptovidei informaiion on 
programi, inttructional mateiialt, retearth and 
reaoeic^ related to the educMkM of UIPitiKle^ D»e 
Ctearin^woie can also pro^ infom»tlon on ailditional 
o^iwofii of lederaliy'fwnded eemen tiM terve ichool 
diitriett with LSP Kttdentt. fiU^ty for free technical 
acsisance fm^ these ctntait vaiiei aeeordini to fen^ 
proritia, For informaidon. write or call; 

NftOomJ CteMinghotife for BiUngval Education 
1 1 SOI Georgia Avenoe. Sviie 102 
Wheaton^MD »903 
aOI)93l>^. or 800^7>OI» 
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